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was a large sale of books ; the stall of St. Swithin's Convent
was especially famed for its wines and spiceries1. The
fair of St. Ives was founded in mo by Henry I.2, though
the zeal of Matthew Paris led him to ascribe it to King
Edgar3. It rapidly developed into an important centre for
hides, wool and cloth4; and its situation on the Ouse
attracted large numbers of native and foreign merchants.
Two other celebrated fairs were those of Bartholomew and
Stourbridge, which even in the seventeenth century could
be described in a proclamation as ' fairs of special note'5.
Bartholomew fair originated in a grant (1133) made by
Henry I. to a monk Rayer, by whom the priory was founded6.
The monk chose his site with care, obtaining from the king
a piece of ground in Smithfield, already associated with its
famous market. The control of the fair was shared between
the prior and the corporation ; the latter exercised scrutiny
of weights and measures and of goods exposed for sale,
while tolls and forfeitures were equally divided7. The fair
became the chief cloth fair of England, and to it, says
Stow, repaired " the clothiers of all England and drapers of
London "8. Greatest of all English fairs was Stourbridge,
the centre of the East Anglian counties. As late as 1722
Defoe spoke of it as " not only the greatest in the whole
nation but in the world; nor, if I may believe those who
have seen them all, is the fair at Leipzig in Saxony, the
mart at Frankfort-on-the-Main, or the fairs at Nuremberg
or Augsburg any way to compare to this fair at Stour-
bridge " 9. Though credited with a Roman origin10, it was
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